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a third-rate facility, it will have a cat-
aclysmic impact on the Virgin Islands
economy. From reluctance to place
plaques at sacred places to rangers
stopping people in public parades,
among other things, the National Park
Service has to do better in terms of
how it deals with native Virgin Island-
ers.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF BILL
PRESTAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. ROUZER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of a
dear friend of mine and so many oth-
ers, William Harold Prestage, a true
gentleman whom we all loved and knew
as Bill.

Bill is survived by his wife, Marsha;
his three sons, Scott, John, and Ron;
and multiple grandchildren, who were
his greatest joy and with whom he had
his most cherished days.

I first met Bill Prestage when I was
a staffer for U.S. Senator Jesse Helms.
After that first encounter, I would see
and talk with him many times over the
years at more community, agriculture,
and political events than one could
ever imagine. He was always a delight.
He would cut to the chase in a very
charming and direct way, and there
was never any question of what he
liked or what he didn’t like. You al-
ways knew right where he stood on a
matter. He was a lion of a man with a
heart of gold.

He was well known as a devout fam-
ily man and an exceptional member of
his community, one who would give
you the shirt off his back if you needed
it. Starting from very humble begin-
nings in the 1960s and with no agri-
culture experience, Bill pioneered what
is now one of the country’s largest
family-owned and family-operated ani-
mal protein production companies.

The foundation of this family enter-
prise was laid when Bill joined his good
friend Otis Carroll, whom he met upon
moving to North Carolina. These two
great entrepreneurs joined together
and helped transform pork and turkey
production, bringing significant eco-
nomic development to southeastern
North Carolina.

In 1983, Bill, along with his wife, Mar-
sha, and his sons, established what is
known today as Prestage Farms.
Today, with each generation of the
family involved in the business, the
Prestage Farms and Prestage Foods
companies have five divisions across
seven States, with three processing
plants collectively employing more
than 2,300 people and contracting with
more than 450 farm families.

The company’s multigenerational
success is a true testament to Bill’s en-
trepreneurial spirit and work ethic, as
well as his devotion to his family and
his employees. He was truly beloved by
his family and friends, the agriculture
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community, and the hardworking em-
ployees and growers who make up the
Prestage family of companies.

His people were his passion, and they
loved their leader tremendously. Those
outside of the family business loved
Bill, too. Though he was far too hum-
ble to think it, Bill was, in fact, a very
well-known and very well-liked celeb-
rity wherever he went, not just in
Sampson County but throughout the
State and country, particularly in agri-
culture, wildlife, and conservation cir-
cles.

Beyond Bill’s impact on the agri-
culture community, he is well known
for his love of nature and the outdoors.
As a result, he was an avid conserva-
tionist. Upland bird hunting, boating,
and fishing were among his greatest
joys, especially when his family would
join him.

There is no doubt that Bill not only
made a name for himself as a pioneer
in agriculture, but he also made our
State and country a better place to
live. He leaves behind a great legacy
that will have an everlasting impact,
as well as many great memories. Ev-
eryone who knew Bill loved Bill, and
that, in and of itself, is arguably one of
the greatest legacies one can have.

I know I speak for countless others
when I say Bill is deeply missed. His
was a life of a great American and pa-
triot, well lived, and an example of the
best of humanity.

CONGRATULATING NICOLA ‘‘NIKI’’ DENNIS UPON
HER RETIREMENT

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and celebrate the career
of Niki Dennis, who recently retired as
Bladen County Clerk of Superior Court
following 43 years of distinguished pub-
lic service.

Niki is a proud lifelong resident of
Bladen County, and in 1979, she started
her career at the Bladen County Court-
house, working as a deputy clerk.

Thanks to Niki’s hard work, deter-
mination, professionalism, and Kkind-
ness, she advanced quickly through the
ranks and became an integral team
member in the clerk’s office. In 2006,
Niki was elected high clerk and served
in this capacity until her retirement
recently.

Over the years, Niki has been a men-
tor and friend to so many. She man-
aged multiple clerks while navigating
the everyday challenges of the clerk’s
office with respect, grace, and profes-
sionalism, setting an example for pub-
lic service that all should strive to
emulate.

On behalf of the citizens of Bladen
County and the entire Seventh Con-
gressional District, I thank Niki for
her many years of service to Bladen
County. I wish her great health and joy
as she embarks on this next chapter of
life. May God continue to bless her
path.

H881

RECOGNIZING EATING DISORDERS
AWARENESS WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. SALINAS) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise on
Mental Health Monday to recognize
Eating Disorders Awareness Week.
This year’s theme is “It’s Time for
Change,’”” and indeed, it is.

After opioid use disorder, eating dis-
orders are the second deadliest psy-
chiatric illness, yet they remain widely
misunderstood, so I would like to ad-
dress some myths around them.

Myth number one: Eating disorders
are a choice. An eating disorder is an
illness often diagnosed with other men-
tal illnesses. No one chooses to have an
eating disorder.

Myth number two: Only females have
eating disorders. Eating disorders actu-
ally hurt people of all genders, ages,
races, religions, sexual orientations,
and body shapes.

Myth number three: You can’t re-
cover from an eating disorder. This,
perhaps, is the most important myth
to dispel. Recovery and treatment are
possible. The National Eating Dis-
orders Association offers free helplines
and more information on their website,
nationaleatingdisorders.org.

Every 52 minutes, someone dies be-
cause of an eating disorder. It is time
for change. Let’s break the stigma.
Let’s invest in care. Let’s send a mes-
sage to all those struggling: You are
not alone.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE
AND LEGACY OF THE HONOR-
ABLE JAMES T. BROYHILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCcHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of a
North Carolina legend, former U.S.
Senator and Congressman James T.
Broyhill, who passed away on February
18 at the age of 95.

Jim Broyhill will be remembered as
one of the political giants in the his-
tory of North Carolina, especially for
those of us from the western part of
the State that he so ably, with distinc-
tion, represented for over two decades.

A native of Lenoir, Broyhill served in
several executive capacities at his fam-
ily’s furniture business, Broyhill Indus-
tries, prior to entering public service.

He was first elected to the United
States House of Representatives in 1962
as a long-shot candidate. Broyhill, a
Republican, pulled off a narrow 1-point
victory at a time when North Carolina
politics were dominated by the Demo-
cratic Party. He quickly won the
hearts of his constituents and served
the people of western North Carolina in
this House until 1986.

Broyhill liked to tell a story from his
first election, an occurrence that had
an impact on him and taught him an
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